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             Bishop's Castle Town Council

	Record of Changes

	1
	September 2019
	BC Town Council Declare a Climate Emergency

	2
	April 2020
	BC Climate Action Plan version 1

	3
	December 2021
	BC Climate Action Plan version 2 (Chapter 8: Transport added)

	4
	May 2022
	Sustainability Working Group changed to Climate Action Group [CAG]

	5
	February 2023
	BC Community Food Resilience Strategy adopted by Town Council

	6
	February 2023
	Draft Climate Action Plan 2023 version 1 issued for review

	7
	March 2023
	Updated draft version 2 issued

	8
	15 August 2023
	Town Council approved version 2 with one update

	9
	16 August 2023
	BC Climate Action Plan version 2.1 & Final issued containing update

	10
	January 24
	Draft Climate Action Plan 2024-25 issued (update of Part 1)

	11
	January 26 (Apr 26-27)
	Draft Climate Action Plan 2026 submitted to Town Council

	12
	February 26
	Draft CAP 2026 – 27 approved by Town Council



INTRODUCTION
This is the BC Climate & Nature Action Plan for Year 4,  a joint creation of the Town Council and Lightfoot’s Climate Action Group.  It comes into effect in April 2026 following-on from the completion of Year 3.
Over the last couple of years, there has been a sea change in how we should address these dual emergencies.  This has been highlighted, along with other essential systems and tipping points, in the December National Emergency Briefing at Westminster.

In addition to actions to ‘mitigate’ and thus try to prevent or manage the emergencies, has been added ‘adaptation’, the recognition that we are now past the point where we can successfully avoid all the effects and instead must start to change our way of life to acclimatise to them, while still seeking to reduce emissions and the impact of human consumption on the planet. 

In our recent Town CAP survey, the need to hold more Town Forums on the subject of Resilience, much like the initial one on food held earlier this year, was strongly supported.  

Food is an important example.   Many of us remember the sight of empty supermarket shelves in the early days of the COVID pandemic.  The UK imports around half of its food.  Some categories, such as fruit and vegetables, depend on imports for as much as 80–95%.  We rely on long, intricate, just-in-time supply chains involving overseas farming conditions (which are affected by the emergencies), global shipping routes, international labour markets and constantly changing energy prices.  When any of these are disrupted, our food system feels the shock, and the most vulnerable in our communities feel it the most. 

An updated report on our local Food Resilience Strategy will issue shortly.  This will sit alongside the Marches Bio-Regional Food Report produced by the Shropshire Good Food Partnership, and relates to the Local Nature Recovery Strategy in its links to food, farming and land management, as well as the National Food Strategy and Civil Food Resilience Report ( Tim Lang, 2025), and the Road Map for Resilience (AFN Network, 2025).

Josh Dickin
Mayor Bishop’s Castle

	TOWN COUNCIL – YEAR 4 ACTIONS

	No.
	Action
	Comments & Evidence

	1
	
Bring BCTC website up-to-date for Year 4
	a) Delete SUSTAINABILITY page, which is no longer relevant.
b) Create a Climate & Nature Emergency page.  
c) Post the Climate Action Plan and Quarterly Reports on website’s Climate & Nature Emergency page.
Evidence:  Changes visible on website

	2
	Support Going Wild and the Local Nature Recovery Scheme [LNRS] activities
	Evidence: Third year’s grant to Going Wild of £1k
Approval of Bishop’s Castle LNRS form when submitted by CAG

	3
	Apply Environmental Policies guidance on Energy, Water & Waste Management, Environmental Procurement, Built Environment, Management of green spaces



	Policy document to be drafted by CAG and submitted to Town Council, encouraging a joined-up approach using systems thinking to ensure links and efficiencies are being made  for the greatest impact -

Evidence: Applied where appropriate (e.g in procurement contracts, e.g zero landfill, peat-free, pesticide use) and posted on website

	4
	Town Council to ensure its electricity supplier is 100% renewable.
	Advise name of supplier
Evidence: Publish name of supplier

	5
	
BCTC to commission CAG to publish the annual Town carbon footprint.

	CAG to produce using the Centre for Sustainable Energy’s Impact Tool.
 https://www.cse.org.uk 
Years 1 & 2 completed.
Evidence:  Town Carbon footprint graphic posted on TC website.

	6
	
Explore Eco Street Lighting
	To achieve benefits for people & nature and cheaper running costs.  
Commission CAG to explore subject and carry-out a public survey.
Evidence: Recorded in TC Minutes

	7


	Adopt & support version 2 of the Community Food Resilience Strategy and the development of an emergency plan for food shocks.
	A joined-up approach using systems thinking to ensure links and efficiencies are being made for the greatest impact.  (Toolkit to be issued shortly.)
Invite Daphne to address the council on this matter.
Evidence: Recorded in TC Minutes

	8
	Undertake a Carbon Footprint Audit on all Council activities.  Annual review to identify reductions 
	Evidence Put report on Council web site.  


	9
	Resilience: Investigate the requirements of emergency planning for extreme events.

Advertise to Community members who need to to register on the Vulnerable Person’s Registry to do so in order to get the support they need in a crisis.
https://www.vulnerabilityregistrationservice.co.uk/
	As supported by responses to Town CAP Survey, CAG to run Town Forums on agreed subjects.

CAG to arrange showing of National Emergency Briefing film for Town Council and public.

 Evidence:  Post outcomes on TC website
Evidence: TC to hold a paper copy of vulnerable persons


	10
	BCTC to support community land acquisition to use for wellbeing, Nature Recovery and ‘Right to Grow’  purposes
	For example, Civil Defence Bowling Club and Albert Howard garden on the Industrial Park.
Evidence: Consideration by TC of any suggestions put forward. 

	
	
	

	11
	Communicate TC’s commitment to mitigating/adapting to the Climate & Nature Crisis; collaborating with CAG on social media posts promoting climate action (inc. Energy, food, waste, nature recovery etc)
	Evidence: Climate & Nature  Agenda items introduced in September 24.
TC-CAG Working Group established.

	
	
	

	12
	Encourage litter picking & review litter bin locations and types. 

	d) Publish a ‘thank you’ article in Newsletter. DONE
e) Confirm if covered by TC insurance
f) Consider supplying tabards with TC logo

	13
	Review CAP Report quarterly against the plan 
	TG-CAG reports will identify progress on actions

Evidence: Reports on Light Foot & Town Council’s website and referenced in Town Council’s Minutes

	CLIMATE ACTION GROUP – YEAR 4 ACTIONS

	1
	Keep CAP updated and submit quarterly reports to Town Council
	a) Part 1 Update for Year 4 (2026) to be submitted to Town Council 
b) Survey issued to seek community input.
Evidence:  Reports sent to Town Council

	2
	Explore means to progress CAP Part 2 when resources allow
	Evidence: Copy posted on TC & Lightfoot website

	3
	Continue delivering the ‘Going Wild in BC’ project
	Project’s end-date March 2027

Evidence: Regular reports from Steering Group.

	4
	Submit plan for continuation of Nature recovery plan post-Going Wild 
	Consider using LNRS approach.
Evidence: Copy submitted to TC and posted on TC & Lightfoot websites and article in Newsletter.

	5
	Continue progressing the Community Wind Energy Project
	Evidence: regular updates to TC, community communications & posting on TC & L’foot websites.

	6
	Maintain BC Freegle
	Evidence:  Continue on-line mediation of posts. (Year 14)

	7
	Continue supporting Food Forward activities, including the update of the Local Food Resilience Strategy & Seed Bank
	Evidence: Documents and Event photos & publicity on TC & Lightfoot website

	8
	Carry-out Resilience Town Forums 
	Next Resilience subject to be ageed with TC
Evidence:  Report on outcome of discussion

	9
	Explore community land acquisition for wellbeing, Nature Recovery and ‘Right to Grow’  purposes
	Right-to-Grow bid in preparation for Albert Howard garden on Industrial estate.
Evidence: Publicity and initiative reports to TC

	10
	Explore bio-char to reduce green waste
	Shropshire Council requested to loan Bio-char kiln

	11
	Carry-out TC commission to
produce draft Environmental Policy
	Draft to be submitted to TC for adoption/approval.
Evidence: Posted on TC & L’foot websites/newsletters, etc

	12
	Carry-out TC commission to produce Town Carbon footprint (year 4)
	Draft to be submitted to TC for adoption/approval.
Evidence: Posted on TC & L’foot websites/newsletters, etc

	13
	Carry-out TC commission to explore Eco- friendly street lighting
	Draft to be submitted to TC for adoption/approval.
Evidence: Posted on TC & L’foot websites/newsletters, etc

	14
	River pollution monitoring
	Continue supporting Clun River Group and reporting on outcomes.

	15
	Air pollution
	Continue analysing pollution meter data and reporting outcome.



	TOWN COUNCIL – YEAR 1, 2 & 3 COMPLETED ACTIONS



	ACTION
	OUTCOME

	Carbon Footprint Audit on all Town Council activities produced.  
Annual review to identify reductions. 
Put report on Council web site.  
	Years 1 & 2 produced, Year 3 awaited.
No annual review undertaken
Not posted on Town Council’s website.

	Commission CAG to undertake an annual Town carbon footprint
	Produced for 2022 and 2024.

	Added Climate & Bio-diversity as a standard Town Council agenda item
	Introduced in June 2025

	Agreed the establishment of a Town Council – Climate Action Group Working Group
	Agreed in November 2025

	Funded Going Wild & 2023 Environment Day
	For 3 years Going Wild given £1k.
£500 for 2023 Environment Day

	CLIMATE ACTION GROUP – YEAR 1, 2 & 3 COMPLETED ACTIONS

	ACTION
	OUTCOME

	Produced the Climate Action Plan and its updates
	Adopted by Town Council.

	[bookmark: _heading=h.esfhl6id27ai]Apply for grant to expand the BC Going Wild project to deliver it for 3 years (2023-2027).
	Successful.  Going Wild continues until March 2027.

	Community Wind Turbine Energy network
	Planning permission for Wind Turbine granted. Project continues.

	Maintain Bishop’s Castle ‘Freegle’
	Now in its 12th year

	Organise and run an Environment Day
	2 carried out in years 2023 and 2024

	Apply for Right-to-Grow land use
	g) Application for unused industrial estate land will be submitted shortly.
h) Identified Civil Bowling Club opportunity.

	EV charging points
	Arranged installation in Harley Jenkins car park

	Waste Management Report
	Completed and submitted to Town Council

	BC Food Resilience Strategy 2021-2025
	Produced,  and an updated version will issue in 2026.

	Encourage growing food locally
	BC Seed Bank now in 3rd year

	Install air pollution meter and produce report
	Completed.  Monitoring continues
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