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BISHOP’S CASTLE COMMUNITY HEAT & WIND NETWORK
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                                                                  Coming next: ‘Expressions of Interest’
The graphic below shows the project’s tasks this year. (It’s being funded by the £100,000 grant from the Government’s ‘Community Energy  Fund’.)  We are working on a ‘Customer Offer’, which will be distributed to houses, shops and businesses.  It will contain details about what joining the network will mean, and will ask for ‘Expressions of Interest’.
The responses will give the project its first estimate of how many property owners wish to be connected to the network, and thus where the network will need to run in the Town.
            2024 Stage 2 activities to produce the data needed for the Planning Application

Landscape Assessment Study
Wind Turbine
Ecology Study
Landowners’
Agreement

      June 25 ?
Receive Planning Permission
      November 24
Collate data & Submit Planning Application

Wind Turbine
Noise Study
Heritage
 Study
Finance & Business Model



  2024 Stage 2 activities to inform & identify Community interest


Twelve reasons why a Community Heat & Wind Network will be good for Bishop’s CastlePublicity & Public Meetings
Customer Offer details (eliciting ‘Expressions of interest’)
Network Infra- structure Design
Case Studies of properties

1. A small but important step in mitigating the Climate Crisis;     
2. A significant reduction in BC’s high carbon footprint. (Reducing heating emissions by c.90%);    
3. Reduced fuel costs and protection from energy price spikes;    
4. Reduced dependency on imported oil and LPG;  
5. No more boiler servicing, plus local maintenance support;    
6. Improved air quality for the Town;  
7. Assistance with fitting energy efficiency measures;    
8. Most properties will not need to replace their radiators;    
9. Opportunity to invest in the CBS;   
10. The ability to remove oil tanks and boilers;  
11. Support for local businesses and organisations;    
12. A trail-blazing installation which will create good publicity for the Town.

What impact will the sight and sounds of the wind turbine have on wildlife and tourism?
The RSPB supports well-sited wind turbines.   Wildlife impacts, with a correctly designed and located turbine, are minimal, compared to the huge threats they face from the Climate Crisis. There has been no reported effect on tourism in other areas with wind turbines, such as Cumbria, Derbyshire Peak District and Norfolk.  

Will it be cheaper for the householder?
The intention is for prices for heating to be competitively priced and less prey to energy price spikes as, with our own Wind Turbine we would have some protection against rising fuel prices in the future.  

What will the costs to the householder be?
There are no installation costs for those who join at the start.  The householder will pay a standing charge plus a metered cost for usage.  These charges will cover the system’s maintenance.
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How much say would the BC community have in its operation and strategic direction?
By setting up a new, local Community Benefit Society anyone buying shares would become a member with voting rights and, therefore, have influence on the strategy.  A fair interest will be paid on the shares but any extra surpluses will be available for Community benefit, not for the shareholders.
Any surpluses would be re-invested in the Community for purposes such as new renewable energy schemes or improved insulation

Will we have to install new radiators and pipes? 
It is planned that the Heat Network would run at a temperature high enough so that most radiators would not need to be replaced.

How successful has the Swaffham Prior Community Heat Network project been?
Although BC’s network is the first to be powered by a Wind Turbine, there are many interesting lessons to be learnt from Swaffham’s ground-breaking project.  To read more about it, go to:-
About Swaffham Prior's Heat Network - Cambridgeshire County Council
Digging for Britain: Swaffham Prior’s heat network – CIBSE Journal 

To read the full BC Community Heat Network’s FAQs, go to:-
BC-Heat-Wind-Initiative-FAQs-2024-v6.pdf (lightfootenterprises.org)


Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100088823978839 
website: BC Heat Network - Lightfoot Enterprises
e-mail: climateaction@lightfootenterprises.org
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